
 
 

A brief history of the bus services recreated at  
the Warminster Vintage Bus Running Days 

 
 
 
Prior to 1970, West Wiltshire was the meeting place for 
three major bus operators - Western National, the Bath 
Tramways Motor Company (which was latterly part of 
the Bristol Omnibus Company) and Wilts & Dorset, who 
together provided a comprehensive network of services 
in the area.  These companies all became part of the 
National bus company in 1969, but as Western 
National's Wiltshire operations were rather out on a 
limb, (with only one service linking in to the rest of its 
network) they were transferred to Bristol Omnibus in 
1970 along with the Western National depot in 
Trowbridge. Bristol Omnibus was renamed “Badgerline” 
in 1985 in preparation for privatisation, but was taken 
over by First Group in 1995 (for a more detailed history 
see  www.wikipedia.org/wiki/Badgerline ). 
 
In addition, a few rural bus services in the Warminster 
area have always been provided by smaller operators, 
particularly those to Horningsham, Chitterne, Sutton 
Veny and the villages along the Wylye Valley back road.  
These increased as Bristol Omnibus rationalised its 
Wiltshire network in the late 70's / early 80's, and now, 
following the deregulation of local bus services in 1986, 
the only bus services through Warminster provided by 
one of the “big” companies are those along the main 
roads to Trowbridge, Bath and Salisbury.  
 
The services operated at our running days are based mainly on those that operated in the late 1960’s or during the 
1970’s, although to add a bit of variety, we have included a few that operated only around the Second World War or 
during the early 1990’s.  Although not intended to be a comprehensive history, the notes below are designed to give a 
quick background to these services – we hope you find it interesting. 
 
 
Services 21 and 22 
 

These services were operated by Leathers Coaches of Maiden Bradley from Mere,  
Maiden Bradley and Horningsham and Frome to Warminster between 1920 & 1998,  
see www.warminstervbrd.zxq.net/v/Leathers.htm  for more information. 
  
Following the retirement of the owners of Leathers, bus services in the Horningsham area 
initially passed to Wakes Services of Wincanton and DavronCoaches of Warminster , but  
are now provided by Shaftesbury & District Motor Services and Frome Minibuses. 
 
 
Service 23 
 

Service 23 was a Wilts & Dorset service which ran between Warminster, Shrewton and 
Amesbury in the 1940’s, linking the various military camps along the way. 
  

Unfortunately, weight limits prevent us from operating the full route at the moment, so  
at present our service 23 is running between Warminster and Chitterne, with some journeys 
then extending along the route of the current Beeline Coaches 54 service as far as Codford. 
 
 
Service 24  -  see service 241 
 
 

http://www.wikipedia.org/wiki/Badgerline
http://www.warminstervbrd.zxq.net/v/Leathers.htm


 
 
Services 25 and 26   (the Wylye Valley back road services) 
 

Over the years, the services along the Wylye Valley back road and to Chitterne have been 
operated by a number of different small operators including J.O.Withers of Chitterne, 
Lavington & Devizes Motor Services, Wylye Valley Motor Services and Berridge - 
predecessors to the current operator of these services, Warminster based Beeline Coaches.  
Further details of the history of the service to Chitterne can be found on this web page  
www.warminstervbrd.zxq.net/v/Withers.htm .  
 

In the 1970’s, Wiltshire Council allocated route numbers to these services - 25 for the 
market day service between Sutton Veny, Wylye and Salisbury, and 26 for the service from 
Chitterne via Codford and Sutton Veny to Warminster.  However they are now numbered 
56 and 54, to avoid confusion with other services in the area. 
 
 
 
Service 42 
 
In the 1930s, two bus companies operated services along the lonely road from Warminster 
to the isolated village of Imber: 
 

-  Lavington & Devizes Motor services, whose operations included a small network of 
infrequent services radiating from Codford, one of which connected Warminster and 
Devizes via Imber on Thursdays.   

 

-  Claude White who provided a route from Imber to Warminster on Thursdays & Saturdays. 
 

These services were absorbed into the Bath Tramways network in 1937 and 1938 
respectively and it is understood that they were both eventually allocated the route number 
42 (although it is thought unlikely that the buses ever showed it).  However, with the 
outbreak of war, the Thursday service was withdrawn in 1939 but it is believed that the 
Saturday service continued to operate until Imber was evacuated in December 1943. 
 

Sadly the road to Imber is now part of the Salisbury Plain military training area and is only 
open to the public on a few days a year, which do not co-incide with our event.  We 
therefore run our service 42 as far as we can along the Imber road to where the public 
highway finishes at Sack Hill.  However if you would like to ride on a bus all the way to 
Imber, then the Imberbus event will let you do it – for more information please see the 
www.warminstervbrd.wordpress.com/imberbus/ webpage. 
 
 
 
Service 51 
 
Service 51 is the modern day replacement for services 247 and 256, linking Chapmanslade 
and Dilton Marsh with Frome and Warminster.  It was initially operated by Crown Tours of 
Frome but since the demise of that company in 1994, it has been run at various times by 
Arleen Coaches, Berkeley Coaches, Handybus, Wakes Services, South West Coaches and 
more recently by Frome Minibuses.  During the 1990’s the service was diverted through 
Upton Scudamore village and it is this route that we use for our service 51.  (Please note 
that  due to the tightness of the corners in Upton Scudamore village, we are only able to 
recreate this service at our running days if a very small vehicle is entered). 
 
 
 
Service 223  
 
Although daytime buses between Warminster and Sutton Veny has always been provided by 
the Wylye Valley back road services (see above), for many years a separate evening service 
was operated primarily for military personnel stationed at the Sutton Veny Camps.  During the 
1930s this was operated by Western National as service 254, but by the 1940’s it had been 
taken over by Wilts & Dorset who initially called it 24A, then later renumbered it 25, then 23 
and finally 223 until its withdrawal  in 1980 (by which time the camp had long since closed!).  
 
 

http://www.warminstervbrd.zxq.net/v/Withers.htm
http://www.warminstervbrd.wordpress.com/imberbus/


 
 
Service 232 
 
Service 232 was a service that ran twice a day from Trowbridge via Beckington, Frome and 
Bruton to Yeovil between 1948 and 1953.  It was jointly operated by the Western National 
and Southern National bus companies but was not a success as it was cut back in 1953 to 
run only between Trowbridge and Bruton, and had been withdrawn altogether by 1960.  
Note – for the purposes of our running day, this service has been diverted at beckington to 
run Warminster along the route traditionally taken by Associated Motorways express 
Coaches.  However the original 232 route never served Warminster 
 
 
Feeder service 234 
 
This Western National service ran between Chippenham, Melksham and Trowbridge and 
passed to Bristol Omnibus in 1970.  It was extended beyond Trowbridge to Frome in 1999 
but otherwise has continued to operate largely unaltered. 
 
 
Service 235 
 
This Western National service ran between Frome, Beckington and Trowbridge and passed 
to Bristol Omnibus in 1970.  It was subsequently replaced by extending other services and 
currently lives on as part of First Group service 234 which runs from Frome via Trowbridge 
to Chippenham (see above) 
Note – for the purposes of our running day, this service has been diverted at Beckington to 
run to Warminster along the route traditionally taken by Associated Motorways express 
Coaches.  However the original 235 route never served Warminster 
 
 
 
Services 241, 24 and X41 
 
In 1947, Wilts & Dorset bus service 24 (which ran between Salisbury and Warminster) was 
integrated with the Warminster-Trowbridge 241 service operated by Western National, to 
form a longer service running all the way from Salisbury to Trowbridge.  This important 
service continued to be operated jointly by the two companies through the 1950’s and 60’s, 
although Wilts & Dorset buses continued to show the number 24 until 1973. 
 

Bristol Omnibus took over from Western National in 1970 and Wilts & Dorset was absorbed 
into Hants & Dorset company in 1973, but service 241 continued to operate largely unaltered 
until 1983 when the service was renumbered X41 and extended to Bath & Bristol as part of 
the Badgerline “Swiftlink” network.  The service was subsequently renumbered X4 and X5  
a few years later and although the extension to Bristol was later abandoned, the service 
remained jointly operated by Wilts & Dorset and Badgerline / First Group until 2008, when 
the two companies decided to go their separate ways and the section between Warminster 
and Salisbury was replaced by a new service 24. 
 

First Group, however, have continued to maintain a regular service between Bath and 
Warminster with its route 265 which has recently been extended through to Salisbury again 
on an experimental basis. 
 
 
 

Services 242 and 247 
 
In the early 1960’s, these Western National services also provided a link from Trowbridge to 
Westbury, before continuing on to Westbury Leigh then Warminster (242) or Frome (247).  
Operation of service 247 was eventually taken over by Bristol Omnibus until 1981, whilst 
service 242 was absorbed into service 248 in 1966.   
 



 
 
Service 248 
 
Service 248 originally ran from Trowbridge through Westbury, Warminster, Mere, Gillingham 
and Shaftesbury to Bournemouth and was introduced in 1949 to replace wartime Royal Blue 
Express service 405 – see below.  It was initially shared with Southern National until being cut 
back to Shaftesbury in 1956. 
  

The remainder of the service survived long enough to pass to the Bristol Omnibus Co. in 1970, 
but was soon cut back to Longbridge Deverill and was finally abandoned altogether in 1976. 
 
 
 
Services 253 and 254 
 
These Bristol Omnibus services operated from Warminster via Frome to Bath until 1986, 
having been formed from Bath Tramways Motor Services routes 53 and 54 in 1967. 
 

When bus services were deregulated in 1986, the section between Frome and Warminster was 
renumbered 53 and converted by Badgerline to “MiniLink” minibus operation, before passing 
to other operators.  The service is currently operated by the Frome Minibuses bus company. 
 
 
 
Service 256 
 
This was also a Bristol Omnibus service that operated between Warminster and Frome until 
1971, having been formed from Bath Tramways Motor Services route 63 in 1967. 
 

The service was then replaced by diverting service 247 through Chapmanslade and by the 
introduction of a Wiltshire Council funded service 51 which was operated once a week by 
Crown Tours along the old 256 route, but is now run by Frome Minibuses. 
 
 
Service 258  (and the other bus services through the Deverills) 
 
This Western National service provided a small number of journeys between Warminster  
and Longbridge Deverill via Crockerton, supplementing service 248 until 1966.  However, 
these were not the main bus services between the Deverill villages and Warminster – that  
was provided by C.S.White of Longbridge Deverill until 1955, then by Cruse Coaches of 
Warminster until 1976.  That service subsequently passed to Beeline Coaches of Warminster  
but is now operated by Frome Minibuses as route 57.  
 
 
 
Warminster Town service A 
 
Our town service A is (very) loosely based on the Warminster MiniLink town service A that 
was operated by Badgerline in the late 1980’s and the early 1990’s.  Since then the Town 
services in Warminster have been provided by a variety of different independent operators, 
including Fosseway Coaches, Handybus, Davron Coaches and Bodmans.  However currently 
all of the Warminster local services are provided by Frome Minibuses service 50. 
 
 
 
Express Service 405 
 
During the second world War, the Royal Blue Coach company was forced to stop running its 
normal express services but was allowed to run a small number of long distance bus services 
instead.  One of these services ran twice daily from Bournemouth, through Shaftesbury, 
Gillingham, Mere and Warminster to Trowbridge, replacing part of a pre-war Associated 
Motorways express that had run between Bournemouth to Cheltenham (see below).  This 
service was numbered 405 / 405A and was  replaced in 1949 by conventional bus service 248. 
 – see www.busmuseum.org.uk/webnews/news028.htm for further details. 
 
 

http://www.busmuseum.org.uk/webnews/news028.htm


 
 
Other Express Services 
 
Associated Motorways was the name given to a network of express coach services that linked 
the South Coast with the Midlands and South Wales between 1934 and 1974.  These services 
were operated by several coach companies including Royal Blue, Bristol Greyhound and 
Black & White Motorways, until they were taken over by the National bus company in 1974.   
 

Over the years various express services have operated through or close to Warminster, 
including routes from Cheltenham to Bournemouth and from Bristol to Portsmouth/Brighton.  
Yelloway Motor Services even called at Warminster on their way from the Manchester area to 
Bournemouth.  These services have used a variety of different route numbers so our feeder 
services 785 and 786 recreate National Express routes that operated from Bristol and Bath to 
Portsmouth and Bournemouth in the mid 1980’s. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The map and timetable cover pictures used in this article have been obtained from the collections of the members & friends of the Warminster Running Day Team 

 
 
 

 

Do you have any other bus timetables  
for Wiltshire dating before 1972 ? 

 
If so we would be keen to see them to help our research 

and would be happy to guarantee their safe return. 
 

Please email us at warminstervbrd@uku.co.uk , or ring 01225 764024 

mailto:warminstervbrd@uku.co.uk

